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O the Pemiliicn of infcrib- 
ing this Diſcourſe to your 
Lordſhip,: I muſt further 
beg your Indulgence, to look upon 
it as calculated, rather for the Pulpit, 
than for the Preſs. Tt 5 requires an 


few; to none in larger Meaſure than 
to your Lordſhip, to make a Diſ- 
courſe of this kind as agreeable and 
affecting to the Reader as to the 
Hearer,—-Suſhce 3 it for me, to have 
joined 


extraordinary Talent, gi ven 3 to 
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DEDICATION. 
ined m Endeavours, with 
8 r an and the 
Gentlemen Subſcribers, in carrying 

on ſo great and good a Work, 4 
Fork of truly Chriſtian Love 
to find, that the charitable Contri- 
butions” ſu poſed, 1npart, to be raiſed 
hereby, anſwered: all Expectation; 
and to have the Honour of ſubſcrib⸗ 
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ing myſelf, A0 ay 


250 


* 


W * 
Dee - 
4 0 * 
- 
1 
a ' 1 EE e.. 
e 184. 25 _- # 4.4 hn 
1 wi 
- - 
. 5 5 44 # » # 
| Lind 11k 8121 £3 - g 
* +8 
2 


©. v4 
A 
— 1 
88 | 
* . 4 ＋ 
2 LI 0 Y 
* * - i 
* 
* * 
- 9 F ? 7 — 1 * 
i * - A * * 3 * x ba 2 2 1 c 
«&-# 3 - 4 — * : TE.-.3  # Fg 
= . 
o 7 £ * 4 
1 He ” £4 ne 
. HS * o © AF 1 — * y — 
, _— 
* - „ 
* . 4 : - — »” * - 4 
« , — 
* * F. 1 — - . a wo — * * = * 1 * 4 * 4 - 
F * 
£ * 
q * * 4 * 
=; SE i... * F 
3 $4 — ' i 
* 8 - a 
— * 
A 
1 * 
® * 
— 1 
* | 
' 
z / 
: * 
* 
bn ” 
# 
1 
F ' 
— \ 
- Sd * 


6A c 


. 


by 


I 


pe 


G! 


PE 
Cr | 


OS 


124 


2 * 1 „ 


* 8 
PEEING 
* add * = 
— 5 ; % * 
8 - * 
; 


abt. A r, 04 

O that Men would praiſe the Lord 
for his Goodneſs, and his won- 
derful Works to the Children of 
Men; and let them ſacrifice the 
Sacrifices 'of Thankſgivings and 

declare his Works with Rejoicings 
or (according to the Hebrew) with 
Singing. 


MON other great and va- 
luable Bleflings, which we owe 
entirely, or in part, to the Chri- 
ſtian Diſpenſation, none ſeems, 
more worthy our grateful Regard, than the 
inward Joy and Satisfaction that ariſes from O- 
bedience to the Precepts, and Belief in the 
Promiſes, of the Goſpel. We have happily ex- 
perienced what the Pſalmi/? ſaid in Spirit, 
Ligbt isſprung up for the Righteous, and joyful 
Gladneſs for the true hearted *. Jay is the 
peculiar Privilege of innocent and happy 
Creatures: And whoever, but with his beſt 


* P/al. xcvii. 18. 
B Endeavours, 


1 
Endeavours, lives up to the Precepts of 
Chriſtianity, cannot but be innocent; who- 

ever believes its Promiſes cannot but be hap- 
py. Foy is likewiſe eſſential to Than ſgiv- 
ing, that truly religious Sacrifice l and there- 
fore is ſo far from being prohibited, ſo far 
from being een reſtrained by Religion, that, 
while it ſprings from, and proceeds upon a 
Principle of Religion, a more noble and ge- 
nerous Paſſion cannot enter the Heart of 
Man: Nor is there any Fear of Exceſs, ſince 
there is no Altitude it can then reach, but 
what becomes the Chriſtian. Now, pri- 
vate Foy, or the Satisfaction a Man feels in 
his own Breaſt, may content itſelf with ſi- 
lent Raptures, and the ſecret Approbation 
of the Will of God, in his Conduct to- 
wards Man: And this may be looked upon 
as an implicit Praiſe and Thankſgiving to 
Providence under all Diſpenſations. But pub- 
lic Foy, or Gratitude to the Almighty for 
general Bleſſings, his wonderful Works to the 
Children of Men, cannot otherwiſe, or more 

| decently be expreſs d, than by public Praiſe; 
that is, by tbeir going up to the Houſe of the 
Lord, and with one Heart, and one Voice 

. glorifying God in the great Congregation. 
And this 1 take to be, in ſome Meaſure, the 
Deſign of our ſolemn Aſſembly ; Becauſe, 
as we are met here principally fo ey 


L 


— 


— 


13 ˙1 


God, I know no higher Act of Adoration 


Minds, fo acknowledge bis Goodneſs; with 
chearful and benevolent Hearts, t ſhero forth 
all his Praiſe. Other ſecondary Views 
ſhall have their Place in my Diſcourſe, but 
this demands the firſt, the Praiſe of God.— 
Trite, indeed, the Subject, but exceeding 


and Worſhip, than, with grateful and devout 


6 copious: So copious, that the Tongues of 
it Angels cannot exhauſt it in Eternity! The 


[= Goodneſs of God is ſtill ſupplying both them 
n and us with new Matter of Praiſe, in the 
Works of Nature, Providence, and Grace.— 
Well then may I venture to enlarge upon 
the Words before us; Words which the 
Royal Pſalmif hath made the Chorus (or 
- Burden, as we ſay,) of an exalted Song, that 
ſtands ſecond to no human Compoſition. 


paſſing, while we endeavour to thew, 


q If, What we are to underſtand by the 
| Goodneſs of tbe TIE. 


4s; The Duty of Praiſe in Cents ene 
of the Ach we Pear to ſuch Good- 


nel; And this will bring us, 


36h, To the moſt acceptable Sacrifice of 
| Thankſgiving, or the beſt Manner of 
B 2 performing 


Some Particulars of it we ſhall conſider in 


1 


1 41 
performing this Duty. Were it not 
implied in my Text, I doubt not but 
your own Thoughts would prevent me, 
mn ſuppoſing it to be, by wa both 
1 vocal and inſtrumen tal. 6 


| Fi. But what ** 1 defign? PO 
Creature, as I am, to deſcribe the infinite 
Ge of God ? Im poſſible: The beſt 
learned muſt fail in * 54 Attempt, much 
more the meaneſt, O Lord, of thy Servants. 
However, with awful 1 we ſay, 
that, from the Senſe or Conſciouſneſs of hu- 
man Frailty; from the natural Dependency 
and en of all created Beings; but 
eſpecially from the divine Word of Truth, 
it is manifeſt, There is none good, but one 
bat is Gd And ſuch the whole Church 
throughout the World doth acknowledge thee, 
O God: O God, moſt high, Nee. and 
in ed good. | | 


But as the Sun, however band] and 
worthy Admiration, would not be ſo uni- 
verſally magnify d, were it not that Men 
enjoy d the ſalutary Effects of his Light and 
Heat; ſo the eſſential Excellencies of God, 

an n as N are, would not be ſuf⸗ 


'. "Marth, xi. 17. 5 | | 
K \ a f a ficient 


/ 4 
1 


Es] 
89815 for univerſal Praiſe, did we not con- 
er them Maite as relative to his Works, 
and beneficial to his Creatures. It is in this 
Senſe, therefore, that the Pſalmi/t, con- 
templating the Divine Nature, generally | 
conſiders the Goodneſs f the Lord, as an un- 
alterable Diſpoſition to do and communicate 
all that Good to his Creatures that is ſub- 
ſervient to their different Capacities, and an- 
fwerable to all the poſſible Improvements of 
them. I do not love to hear that inſo- 
lent Particle, muſt, applied to God, after 
the Manner of thoſe, Who dare meaſure the 
Deity by human Conceptions: Nor can 1 
well conceive, how any thing, ad extra, can 
bind, or oblige the Supreme Cauſe. With- 
out haranguing, therefore, in the Meta- 
phyſician's Style, on the Fitneſi of this pro- 
vidential Goodneſs, I ſhall content myſelf 
with the humble Ejaculations, of the infpir'd 
Pſalmift ;, How great is his Goodneſs !— Hou 
great is is Beauty Aud bis Mays paſs 
finding out 8 in Pf. xxxiv. 8. he 
calls u pon Man, be bis Condition- what: it 
will, 70 * * and ſee, that tbe Lord. is 
good. ——T0. taſte ? T hat is, to think, to 
commune with his own Heart, to examine 
the Trials and Proofs that God hath given 
him. And what Man ſo. ſtupid, ſo im- 
mers a. in more than brutiſh 1 nſenſibility, as 
53 not 


>. 


and lovely; and then turning his Eye in- 


3 6 3 
not to acknowledge the Goodneſi of the 
Lord? think, and therefore 1 am. 
— to whom, or to what Power do I 

ly owe my Exiſtence? To whom am 
1 I oblig'd for the Foundation of all Enjoy- 
ment ; fince, in order to be happy, (if ha 
py. that is, content „] muſt firſt be? Who 
then hath rais'd me from the dark Gulph 
of Non-exiſtence, and planted me, an in- 
telligent Creature, in theſe lightſome 
Realms? Who is it that ſtill upholds my Co- 
inge, that my Footſteps flip not; that I fall 
not into the thouſand ever-open Mouths of 
Death? Or, who is it, that not only fuſ- 
taineth Oh! in Life, but hath ſtored all Na- 
ture with Proviſions for my Uſe and Com- 
fort ?—Theſe, and the like Reflections, (ra- 
ther, indeed, to be entertained in the Se- 

crecy of Devotion, and in the Silence of 
the Soul, than to be expreſs'd by Wards) 
cannot but lead the thinking Man to a Senſe 
of God's Goodneſs. The Man that thinks, 
and is devout, (as devout he will be, if he 
thinks aright,) does not only believe, but 
feel a Deity. In the firſt and faint Diſco- 
veries of divine Perfections, he ſees every 
thing he can imagine, as great, wonderful, 


ward upon human Frailty, he acknowledges 
_—_ * where OO by Almighty 
Goodneſs, 


— 


> 1 1 2 i 0 


Ly 


Wi fee this, and rejoice, and all Iniquity 


rei. 


Goodneſi, and ſurrounded with an Inmen- 
fity of Love and Mercy. I might exem- 
plify this in the Eſalmiſt, who, if any one, 
was truly full of the Goodneſs of the Lord; ; 
and therefore, not content with ſaying in 
general, The Tord i is good to All, hath enu- 
merated ſeveral Dar. ſome of which 
I ſhall mention from the Context, and leave 
to yourſelves the Application. Such as ſat 
in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death, 
being bound in Afliction and Iron, when they 
cri 0 unto the Lord, be delivered them in 
their Diſtreſs. —To thoſe "whoſe Souls abhor= 
red all Manner of Meat, and they drew near 
unto the Gates « Death, hath 1 ſent his 
Word, and healed them ; yea, be dehvered 
them from their Deftruftions And when 
15 Souls of hardy Mariners have been melted 
_— K F Trouble, and all their Wiſdom 
ſwallowed up by the raging Deep ; God hath 
commanded the Storm to ceaſe, and brought 
them to the defired Haven.——O that Men 
would therefore praiſe the Lord for bis Good- 
neſs, and declare the Wonders that he doth 


for the Children of Men. Again, are they * 3 


puniſhed and brought low through any Plague 
or Trouble, He poureth Contempt upon Prin- 
ces, and maketh them wander in the Wilder- 
neſs, where there is no Way. —The Righteous 


1 


t. 8 1 

op ber Mouth: Voß is wiſe will 
poet's theſe Things, and he fall es 
n the Lord. KIN 


Thus che Thief. and indeed we 
right go on, through the Whole of his 
divine Compoſitions, without quitting our 
Subject, or expecting to find a 8 to this 
immenſe Ocean, the Goodneſs of the Lord. 
Suffice it, therefore, to have touch'd upon 
the Spade Exertion of it, in the Crea- 
tion and Preſervation. of Man, -without 
launching out into Yet more amazing 
Work, the everlaſtin 55 Scheme of his Re- 
demption, by Jeſus Chrift, In whom, tho 
mow ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
 4#th oy unſpeakable, and full of Glory; re- 
. cetving the End of of Faith, even the Sal 
vation Fof your Souls * 1 then, 


„We, aa Al Thin gs, entirely * 

Wert upon the Goodneſs of God, for our Be- 
ing and Preſervation ; If every Bleffing, 
every Enjoyment; all our Succeſſes, and 
wonderful Delivęrar ces, are the indiſputable 
Reſult of God's Goodneſs; what Return 


ball we make unto the Lord for theſe bis Be- 


—_ ? What 1 can we make, but by 


1 Pet. i. 8. 


* 
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3 
N ling out bis Works hart a. "gs 

give Thanks unto the Lord, for be is good, 

Proj him, for his Mercy endureth for ever  ' 
Redermed the Lord fay ſd ; yea, 
: Hind 


fo, whom be bath e e > 
the Enemy. . : 2 | 5 
Now, 10 praiſe God, is to conſid with 
Admiration the infinite Perfections of his 
Attributes, to contemplate his wonderful 
Works, and join in Conſort with the Whole 
Creation in magnifying our univerſal Parent. 
God created the World, and all that is 
therein, for his own- Glory. The vegeta- 
five and irrational Part ſtand as ſo many In- 
Rances of his almighty - Power and Provi- 
dence, and herein they praiſe bim. The 
animal Part, and all that have Breath, in 
their Perfection likewiſe . the Lord. | 
But Man | ; 


= 2 — - 
8 @ 
"”w . = 


ww» Red = og” 


18 —— ae | 
With Santity f Reaſon, and from hit 
 Magnanimous to correſpond. with Heav' ”, 


ſtands, as it were, the Prieſt of the vi- 
ſible Creation, in the great Temple of the 
World, to 3 for the Whole, be 

3 Socrifices x 


En 


Sacriſces of Thankſgiving, and #raj e the 
Tord with Underſtanding * e. 4 


And thus to praiſe Cod, is to falkl one 
of the prime Laws of Nature. It is a beau- 
tiful Act of Juſtice, which all Nations, how- 
ever barbarous eſteemed, or miſtaken in the 
Object of Worſhip, have been ever ſenſible 
of, and more than inclined to perform. 
Witneſs among the Egyptians, Perfians, In- 
dians, Scythians, and others, the grateful 
Inſcriptions on the Altars of their Gods, 
the coſtly Sacrifices, and eſpecially their ſu- 
blime Hymns and Songs of Praiſe. It is 
the Glory of a rational Soul, the; Glory- of 
the tuneful Tongue, to diſcharge a Debt, 
which though we are ever paying, and can 
never pay, is yet -our reaſonable Service. 
' Nay, it is the higheſt and nobleſt Act of 
religious Worſhip; being that which throws 
off all the little yr of Self, and en- 
wraps the whole Mind in the Contempla- 
tion of God. It was the firſt, becauſe the 
only Act, by which Man could expreſs his 
Homage, before the Fall in Paradiſe; and 

#1 


Omnia 8 Hymmoſque concinunt, ad or dinis fa 
ducem ; alia, intellectuali modo; alia, rationaR ; alia, ſenſi- 
tive, alia naturali, Procl. de Sacrife. 1 
E ODcso etiam inauimalia et 3 laudes canunt. Ter- 
tull. Contr. Herm. c. 14. 

ſhall 


- 0 vv 


1 1 


ſhall be the laſt, at his Reſtoration in 1 


ven; becauſe the only or chief Employ of 


the bleſſed Saints, in the N Realms 


> A . and Joy. 


Add to this, the Will or Command of our 
Almighty Benefactor. - He hath fr equently 
in his holy Word, eſpecially in 884 Pſalms, 
inform'd us, that Praiſe i is the moſt acceptable 
Return his Creatures can make, for the in- 


finite Bleſſings they enjoy *. Who then can 


doubt, but that Praiſe is an indiſpenſible 


Duty, a Duty of eternal Obligation? But 
my fay I Duty? We ought rather to look 


n it as a peculiar Privilege, additional 
Felicity, that He who humbleth b:mſelf to 


behold the T bings that are in Heaven, ſhould, 


with ſtill more amazing Condeſcenſion, 
to receive the Calves of our Lips, and annex 
a Bleſſing to ſo worthleſs a Sacrifice! That 


He, whom the Heaven of © Heavens cannot 


contain, ſhould take Delight to inhabit the 
Praiſes of bis People +. Glorious Privi- 
lege ! angelic Happineſs? if we forfeit, or 


loſe f it not, 'by praifing God with feigned | 


| ® Dev, x,20, 21. 1 Chron. a 8. Neb. h. 3. P/ 1. 
Tu 18. Wi. cii. 18, 21. cxvi. 11. cxlvii. 


xlii, 18. Ixi, 4 er. xvii, 26. Joel ii. 26. Lale 


Xx. 37. John ii. 26 Rev. xix. 5. 
1 AXii, 3. cxiii. 6. K. viii. 27. 


C 2 Lips, 


i... 


1 


Lips, or 2 Heatt——Praiſe ii un- 
ſeemiy in the Mouth of a Sinner; and then 
vill the 


"only, when it is utter d in Wiſdom 

Lad proſper it *, Then only when it 
proceeds from Love and Thankfuinel, al 
it cheriſh and improve the Principle it pr 


ceeds from; ſanctify i 
it its POOP oper Value; Then only is rightly 
and fully em ploy'd, when: employ'd' u 
God; when abhorrent of all mean and 

tering Addreſſes to mortal Man, it ſets = 
Faculties upon. the Stretch, and capacitates 
them for the Reception of the molt glo- 
rious Objedh, the immortal King 0 of Heaven : 
And then only ſpeaketh it its proper Lan- 
guage, a Wig in the triumphant Songs of 
Love and Joy, it exalteth the Googneſs of 
the Lord; and moreover, in order to raiſe 
and animate this Language, calleth to its 


Aid the important Melody of inſtramenta! 


Nucl. This was — a Statute for I/. 
' rael, and a Law of the. Go f \ Farob +. 
And no doubt, but the ame God, and Fa- 
ther of us all, will accept, will be well 
pleaſed with the hike Sacrifice Praiſt and 
_ Thankſgiving on this our ſolemn Feaft- Day : 
Jt being that, wheh. hath its Foundation | in 


* Bachs . 7. 8. 855 
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ſhall I diſpoſe the anequa 
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rant. is Enjoin'd by Revt/ation, and con- 
by the Practice of almoſt all Ages and 


firm'd 
Nations of the World; 10 jacrifice the Sa- 


Thankſgiving,” and declare "the 


ay of the Lore with: Big. 


ſing to Wuſtrats this Point, (fir 5 it ra- 
ther wants Mufration thin Proof ) 8 
tre G (SIREN ** . 1 253905 | 


"5 But what ſhall J Cay? hires: 7 


a Beauty in ſome Writers of the - fineſt 
Taſte, which, on this Occaſion, I fain would 


imitate; I mean that of making the Expreſ- 
ſion correſpond with the Subject, and the 
Sound; as it were, an Eccho to the Senſe; 


But how ſhall I model this rough munoſyl- 
labic Language of ours to a Numerouſneſs 
that ny fait the delightful Theme Þ How 
lly- matched Vow- 
els and Conſonants, Mutes and Liquids, ſo 
as to conceal the Inequality, and make the 
agreeable to x judicious Ear? How 
ſhall T raiſe the tumid Emphaſis, or drop 
each: humble Cadence, with an expreſſive 
Grace? How ſhall I tune my prolaic Mea- 
ſure (for Proſe hath Meaſure, if haply 1 
could: attain it) to give no Diſtaſte to ſo 
lite a Circle? Methinks it was not leſs 
be in the r da to read a 
ebe | Lecture 


x 


1 1 


Lecture of War before Hannibal, than' for 


me to deſcant on Muſic before ſuch unri- 


valled Maſters of Harmony,——But as a 
Preacher only ſtand I here: and therefore, 
withour entering upon the Grounds, or pre- 
tending to penetrate into the Depths of Mu- 
fic'; without 'wwerghing it in a Scale, (as the 
comic Poet expreſſeth himſelf *) J or being 


ſollicitous after melodiaus Compoſition, 


(quanquam O1) I ſhall lay out my beſt 
1 12 55 a A, of PRs cantus, to 


1 of Make; had Sogn ant 


inſtrumental, in religious Worſhip, * 
larly in the Sacrifice Agra | hath its 
PR in Reaſon. 0 | 


„There b ©" me in the Mind of 
gf Man (of all klen unſtopiied by atheſtical 
Diffidence) to ſome kind of Worſhip or 
other. If diſtreſsful his Condition, and the 
World, as uſual; forſakes him; where ſhall 


he fly for Succour, but to ſome ſuperior Be- 


ing; to whom in Prayer be may make his 
| Requeſts known, and eaſe the burthen'd Soul, 
if it were but with the ſoft Smiles of Hope? 


5, Or if Pen with ſome ſudden OY 
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Good, with the like Tendency it is carried; 


to pay the Tribute of Gratitude and Praiſe. 
To whom? To whom only it is due, the in- 
viſible Superintendent of the World. Hence 
that great Article of Adoration, and thoſe 
devotional Acts, in which all Nations under 
Heaven ſeem to concur. Now, if there be 

any Means of expreſſing theſe Acts, + a | 
cularly that of Praiſe, in a more ſtrong 
and lively Manner ; if there be any Powers 
in Art, or Nature, that can raiſe our Devo- 
tion to a more ſeraphic Pitch ; ſurely nothing 
can be more reaſonable than the Uſe of 
ſuch Means; nothing more requiſite, than to 
call in ſuch Powers to our Aſſiſtance. 


"Sal wi try then "hat matad hd pr AY 


mental Harmony can do? And what can it 


not do? Tate the. Pſalm, bring hither the 
Tabret, the merry Harp, with the Lute ; 
ing together, and make a chearful Noiſe to © 
the Gel of cob *. And what Conſti- 

tution ſo cold and phlegmatic, as not to be 

warm'd therewith? What Ear ſo dull by 
Nature, or Prejudice, as not to be mov'd, 
and delighted, even againſt the Will? What 


* 2 Sam, ix. 35. 


Heart 


from Affectation, ſurly Pride, 3 
or I know not what, ) the Fields o Glad- 


_Charins: of Yoyone Harmony —Let them 


nſib nt 3 Av 
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ſcience, Qs. 127. Newte's Term. 
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Heart ſo dead to all Entertainment, as not to 


— e 8 . by a 
e e as 
it is called, can no more hear the Voice of 


Singing. nen and Singing-women, than the 


when four- 
of 


unobſerving Ear of Barzsllat 
ſcore. Years had unſtrung its 


_ happy Perſons 1 not, indeed, to be diſin- 
herited, as Varro + would have ample © 
| he pitied, as wanting 
| Compariſon of thoſe, whoſe. Delight in in 
Moſic is above all ſenũble 


a whole Senſe, 


Enjoyments, 
goes Farther, and calls them 


Baxter. 
//-men.——Others there. are, who, 


but 


their taſteleſs Ears to the 


nefs, and ſtop 


* Nullum of A 2 nah 


de ſomm. Scip. 


8 leGamentorum talium teneatur affettu. Macr . 
| ; 


1. 3 
+ Is Satyra Varronis que inſcribitur; Teſtamentum, Ai. 


mus werba bac, Si ihi Filius, unus plureſve in decem 
menſibus ,genuntar ; by Files Lo w..:/yh ſunto — 


tum, atgue intractabiles. 
+ See the Treatiſe which h he ity ofeſſedly in juſti- 


fication of the 2 of Mufic in the Serwice of God. 
See alſo his five Dit utations, p. 112, * Caſes of Con- 


. 


90.— 


tremble and are diſqu 
Dings divine. They have forſaken God, 
and God, who alone gives Muſic its Au 


17 1 


proceeds from a wicked Heart ; an Heart 


diſſonant and tumultuous, not merely from 


a natural, but a judicial Cauſe, - They will 


8 or if they hear, like Saul, they 


Ten ar the Bound of 


thority and Influence on the Soul, hath 


forſaken them It is of theſe, 1. any, 
the Heathen Poet ſaid, God loves not tbe 


Man who love ae, And our own 
eee e MERTEN FUL 
ME3-6.37 3:1 -; 
oa not Muſee in en gal, 


1 are not mov d with e 9 ft 


1 . 


Or any j thing bs that ww turn de ber- 


5 4. Gu WA 8 Wader Jand — * 


ganter hac adagium torguet in guoſdam pinguiore ing nio homi- 


nes floliddague loquacitate preditoes, auvou;, i. e., a Muſarum 


facrit alienos, qui politioret literas elegantioren;que dotrin.m 


vel riders peſſunt, wel etiam contemnere, intelligere neguaguam 


fofſunt ; quos ea demum juvant, gue inf ſcilicet didicerunt, | 
erdida, muta, indocta. Eraſm. 4 a 
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$6—Nibil'Gracuh eum Fidibus * * r 
more wretched, far more inexcuſable are 
they, whoſe Diſrelim of ſacred Harmony 


ä 
| manions Order ef Things 0 Hunde ad 
* n 


- But at a tas we Ln nd 
1 it is not proper for me to diſturb the 
Gueſts with any heterogeneous Matter of 
- Cawil and Diſpute; ſo, no more at preſent 
concerning 3 — without ; only let 
me obſerve, that Objections drawn: from 
the like Defects, Diſtortions, and Deprava- 
tions of human Nature, againſt the Utility 
of Muſic in Divine Service, are af no mere 
Weight with reaſonable Men, than Objec- 
5 tions drawn from antient Hereſies, or mo- 
dern Whims, againſt the everlaſting Truths 
„ 0 Chriſtianity ; or from the Production of 
2 Mogiſter, 498 the 3 . or 
5 ned Courſe af Things. | 


=_ - Having thus briefly Card — Way, I 
mall the more eaſily run an uninterrupted 


Deſcant upon divine Muſic ; which I chuſe 
to do, 8 than trouble you with what 


might. ſeem a 0 e e ** 


Dos Wo. RES Muſic, is to kak * natural 
8 Order of Things : : For all Nature, or the 
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As was fully 1 in a the laſt Coane” 


2 V Univerſe 
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ks . 
Univerſb is pet fect Harmony. And when 
it hath pleaſed God to change even the 
Nature of the Elemente, (as in the Plagues 
of Eypr, Wiſd: vir 18.) it was bot like 
the ffinging in a Diſcord; which, being iu. 
dicioufly' ebe d, made the Harmony more 
_ coifiplete; Now, ſeeing that every" Like i: 
A. fed with its Bite, ev every thing endued 
with'# living and ſenfible Spirit riatufally de- 
lights n Harmony. I might give Inſtan- 
ces of tkis in the Fowls of the” Air; the 
| Beaſts ef the Field, "the Fiſhes of the Sea, 
and ih many Inſbets, volitant and reptile ; 
but they are common to every one's Obſer- 
vation. Look we then on Man; on Man, 
whoſs'Soal is truh/ miufical -F: Prothipted 
by ſome antient Philoſophers, I had almoſt 
called it Harmony elf . =ToManGodhath' 
— not ont a Delight in, and ſecret 

toß Song and Harmony; but 
wonderful Abilities, t6 perform it in all its 
Patts. Hbw⸗ ſweet and tuneable is the Mo- 
| dulzti6n of his Voice? A Voice more Reet 
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Loca agas d Eaighos d raid dias Nan. n 
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than what all the Powers of Art could ever 
excell or imitate. Yet ſweet and melodious 


as the human Voice is, it cannot alone ex- 
preſs the ſtrong Sentiments of the Soul, 
when in its devotional Aſcent to Heaven 


it has, ſomething aſtoniſhingly great in view. 
Feeble are its utmoſt Efforts 70 ſhew forth 
tbe Praiſe of God; ſomething more is 
wanting than a light Flexion F Voice, naked, - 
and unimproved, to declare the wonderful 
Mors f God for the Children of Men. The 
Soul ſtill labours after higher Tranſports; Kill 
panteth to magnify God, and his Goodneſs, 
in a more exalted Strain, and male his Praiſe 
e and not only deſireth to bleſs 
od with greater Fervency and Elevation, 
but alſo in more grateful Terms to ſpeak her 
own Felicity and Joy.Scafble of this from 
the Beginning, and, no doubt, inſpired by 


God himſelf, hath the and devout: Soul | 


call'd in the Melody Inſtruments, to in- 


dulge the Voice with Variety, fill it up with | 


Extent, and ſtrengthen it with Continuity ; 


and thereby. enable her to expreſs her rap- 


turous Admiration with a more ſublime and 
heavenly Pathos. For why ? Mufic applied 
to Objects of Paſſion, ſerves to 'embelliſh 
and aggrandize them, and inake them en- 
ter, with a Pleaſure unkhown before, into 


the 


©. © th ©, = my mo Wh we 


ti 


127 ] 
the very Receſſes of the Soul ®, It raiſes 
noble Hints, and opens the Mind to 
great Conceptions; urniſhing it with a 
new Capacity, as as well as a new rn 
nity of Satisfaction. But above all, it qua 
lifes the Heart to receive the Infloence as 2 
this important Conſideration; we therein 
feel a lively Senſe of God's Goodneſs, and 
are” ide to thank him for this, among 
other Inſtances of his loving Kindneſs ; this, 
one of the greateſt Felicities of human Na- | 
ture, a melodious Conſtitution, 2 ee 


Seeing, then} that Muſic ſeizeth: irreff< 
ably upon the Affections, and, when duly 
attended to, can raiſe, and ſtill govern the ” 
Paſſions, with an almoſt arbitra ry Sway ; 
who can doubt the Utility of th in religious 
Worſhip ? Indeed, ſo ſubſervient it ſeems to 
all the: Purpoſes of Religion, and particularly 
to the Sacrifice of Praiſe, that Religion, at 
leaſt this Part of it, can never be full and 
ſtrong without it. For whether it be by the 
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in their devotional Hors, ſuffer their Minds 
ſametimnes to: wander and be diſtracted from 
the holy Work; at other Times, to be 
ſluggiſh; inactive and ſcarce awake. Now, 
what, like Mufe, can keep them Ready and 
attentive? What can raiſe them to that di- 
vine Enthuſiaſm which is natural to Devo- 
tion, like Inſtruments o Praiſe, I would 
ſay of God? Let the united Force of them 
all, I mean the Organ only, ſtrike 2 an 
Alarm; how ſwiftly do the ſftragg 


Thoughts return to Duty? Or, ſhould — 


of them lag behind to indulge Nature a- 
while, though at another Time, perhaps, 
faultleſs and innocent, with: what Scorn is it 
no rejected and expelled, like the Tone, 
or Semitone, which dares intrude upon a 
on that Goat: Godby? TI 


| Bat ie e ie desde Tir 


ron ef the: Lond be deſcribed with expreſ- 
ue Melody; how ſtrongly: is the Soul af- 

fected with a deep Senſe of his Greatneſs, 

and awed- into religious Veneration !- Or 
let the Goodneſs af the Lord; and his won- 
| der ful Works to the Children of Men, be aloud 
declared with harmonious joy; how is the 
Sou Ret above. itſelf, til "It =; the 
F | ame 
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corrupt. Nature, the beſt of Men. I believe, 
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— * are all Love and 
Gratitude.— And thus does Muſic endear to 
us all the Offices of Religion; and, like 
Gratitude itſelf, is ſufficiently xewarded in 
dbe Satisfaction of Performance. But it dies 
not here; ſo extenſive is the Power of Har- 
mony, that it calls in thoſe; who have no 
Abilities to perform, nay; even thoſe whoſe 
Hearts tuere npt ready, to partake of the 
divine Pleaſure. It compoſes their Minds 
into Attention, and enamours them with 
the. Beauty f. Huli ng. They are deceiv d, 
as it were, into Piety; and if the goodly 
Motion be not check id, it will make ſuch 
laſting Impreſſions, as baving made them 
fit for, ſhall attend them to the Choir of 
Heaven. Seem we not there already 7 


How pleaſingly dreadful is this Place! Sure 


9 ee rp ee — 


Many other Arg uments have heew brought 
by my learned and ingenious Predeceſſors in 
this Provinde; many other Arguments could 
we bring, to prove the Expediency of Mu- 
fic, both vocal and inſtrumental, in ſolem- 
nizing the Praiſe of God; though, indeed, 
we ſcarce know any thing more maniteſt to 
prove it by, than it is 11 as we have this 
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vine Revelation, and confirm them by An- 
tiquity, and the Cuſtom of almoſt all Ages 
and Nations of the World. But this would 


Patience. For the preſent, therefore, I ſhall 


conclude this Head with a ſhort Encomium. 
e Harmony! facred Harmony! Saints, 


Supe | is e to 1 55 * ee 


ment. 


| under SI, T ve N of God, 


Fe 


33 had it in my Deſign 


to draw together the ſeveral and better Di- 


tections in this Matter, which we find ſcat- 
ter'd throughout the Old Teſtament, and to 
connect, as we went along, the Practice of 
the Gentile World; and from thence, like- 
wiſe, to ſet before: you the Example of 
Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and Followers, fo far 
as they delighted: in, and practicd divin- 

_  P/almody;; that ſo we might add to the a- 


bove Hints, drawn from Reaſon and Ex- 
perience, the indiſputable Authority of Di- 


only have encreaſed my Treſpaſs upon your 


the greateſt Saints upon Earth have enjoy d 
in thee a rational Pleaſure: Prophets, the 
goodly Fellowſhip of God's on Prophets 
have experienced thy divine Influence: An- 
gels, as far as we are permitted to know of 
Angels, make thee their Employ, and God 


x . now ilustrated Ye thee Point 


cle 


1 


the vent: Dat * Pruiſe, amub che He. | 
fue e 16, lemnizing tb ſamt,. 
ſhall; / as brie be, apply them ti the 


Adjuncts or nnen en 


ty, Love, and Joie. 21¹ VIH oi 


ni Meret Be s wt e F Hig J 
10 Baſt, Let) us liſt up- our Minds liber 
; Gods who is Goodneſs itſcl{;inndrwives 
nim in the Plenitude of his almigbr- 


ty Power.” And yet, eben this would mot 
be ſufficient; 28 before obſerv id, ſtr qunis 
verſal- Pruiſe, did r not: tike likewiſerinits 
our Conſiderati 7 bis/Provis 
dente, the beneficial Effe uf his: Goods 
mi, and Bi wand Works do: the LH 
arm b Nen. Here then wee fx, and ay, 
Cd id 5 a vel y bee 
noficents"". And if all Werdne Las Plato, or 
Neaſom faitli) : cniiſiſts in b copying Form 
this great Original; how readily, how chear= 
tally. muſt they; who: 6d/ the Fut, and drink 
the Sweet, if they have any Virtue; if they 
have any Senſe of God's Goodneſs,” fem @ 
Portion” to rbeſ for aubom nothing is pre. 
pared d. It is impoffibſe, but that they, 
who are conſcious af the ſuperlative Excel- 
lencies of God, and his infinite Goodneſs 
towards them, Thoold e impa· 
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tient to do ſomething, in Acknowledgment 
of his Attributes, and to teſtify the lively 
Senſe they have of his thwards tliem. 
It is impoffible but that they, who with 
Satisfaction enjoy the good Things of this 
Life, and hope for a bleſſed Immortality in 
he Life to come, ſhould ſurvey all about 
theni with a Flow of Good. will. And 
vrhere can it ſpreadi itſelf more effectually! 
Where can their Gratitude be return'd more 
acceptably, than in miniſtring to the crying 
Wants of the Diſtreſſed; the deſtitute Wi- 
dow; and poor friendleſs Orphan ? This, in- 
deed, is: to reſemble'Gbd-in-the Icvelieſt of 
his Perfection. H his is to act like Perſons 
created in his Image and after his Like- 
neſs. For He deliueneth tbe Need) vben be 
crierbh; the Poor do, and him tbar hath 
10 Helper *; 2Delivereth' them? how? Not 
miraculoufly, or with his o¼n immediate 
Power; but by the Directions of his holy 
Word, the Impulſes of Natute, and _ 
ſpitations of: — to all well 
Perſons, (to all, I hope, here ) to 
be merciful after heir Potier; if they have 
much, to give plentifully'y if they have little, 
10 do their Diligence gladly: to gie of that 
Little And this is on ESD to wijit 
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, the Fathers and Widoths 1 in their Affvittion s 
And this is the trueft Wiſdom ; foro. ga- 
ther” Phey to rer 4 god n ma 

i --Iftt13 e 
Tell ye: not- dhe Truths, wy FEY | 
chren ? T'aim/ perſuaded' ye believe them; 
and have at Heart 3 elſe might be 
urg d from Reaſon, or the infallible Oracles 
of "Revelation; in the: Name of Charity. 

But indufge me, for- Charity's Sake, With 
one Argument mote, however common. 
Where human Nature. is not prejudic d, or 
corrupted, it is a natural Dictate; and where 
the Goſpel hath been preached, it is the very 
Badge of Chrittianity, to be ever ready to 
relieve tha Poor and Needy. But there is 
ſomething fo peculiarly afflicting i in the Diſ- 
wick of thoſe, whoſe Cauſe I am pleading, 

e I would lay, Barbariſin ielelf = 
not paſs them by, with only, Be 9e 
uarmed 7 flled. For, for whom do we 
plead? Not for the general Poor, who from 
their Infancy have been inured to. Hard- 
ſhips, and, if induſtrious, are even happy 
in their Toil; but for ſuch, as by an un- 
fottunate Change of Circumſtances, are ſub- 
jet to Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, which 
they were neither taught to 3 nor e : 


IX -200. 0 ⅛¾ ͤù—Uůͥuſ TR RT 


C Teb. iv. 8, 9. um. i. 27. 


By = 11 pared 


pated id ſuffer. I plead, for che Widows 
and Children, of the late Miniſters pf God, 
hut the Lord hath called them. They 
eee kobes, they are dead and hape left their 
. Families to the cold Care of Charity. 1 
d sccuſe them not. It may be, they could not 
prevent it. With. the utmoſt Care and Fru- 
gelity it might have been next. td impeffible 
dior them to have made g ſuitable Froviſion. 
Well then may the Widow pour ont the 

2 Goſpel-Plea, Ve cannot dig. — Haus Pity 

en the M ideuñ laue Pity. on the Fatberięſ, O 

my Friends, for the, Lord hath touched them*. 

_ Haye Pity. on them fot God's Sake, who wil 
your Hands, uoleſs the Widow. and the Or- 
phans partake of it with him .- Have 

ny Pity. on them for the Sake of the Church, 
| whoſe Joy can ne'er be. full, while any of 
the Members movrn and are fore: vexed, — 
Have Pity on them for your own: Sakes, for 
Sad is not unrighteaus, that he: ſcuuld for gel 

_ . your Work and Labour f Love, ubicb ye 
baue miniſtred to his Saints, ond do miniſter . 
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th, 


tak 
* vrt never the Defign of Plovi- 
hy that this World ſhould be filled with 
Murmurings and Repiniags; or that natura 
Evils ſhould ſo far prevail, as to involve tn 
Heart of Man in | Gloom and Me- 
kncholy,' From à deep Senſe of God's 
Power, and the beautiful Preſpect of his 
Goodneſs diſſ play'd around, Perſons” under 
all Piſpenfation may find ſufficient Incite- 


ments to a ehearful FTemper, and humble 


Aequieſcence in the State wherein they are 
placed. Henee they will be. grateful; grats- 
ful to their Benefactors, 
God. For Chearfulneſs is the beſt Prepa⸗- 


grate ful to their 
ration for true Gratitude; the iind has gone 


a great Way towards Praiſt and Thaakigv. 


. that's filled with Compl acency and in- . 
It is always in tune, and at pro- 


Fe portunities will break forth into holy 
tures, and triumph in the Extaſies of 


Thankfygeung. —— High and low, Niob and 
Poor, young” Men an Maꝛrdens, 0% Nen and 
Children: praiſe the Nane of the Lord, for | 


his Name only is excellent, and his Praiſe 'a 


beve Heaven and Earcb And yet — 
thing more is required than this occaſional 
Homage, this Fruit of our Lips ; ſomething 
more is wanting, (not wanting in you, my 


Brethren, ) to crown this Solemnity, and that 


1 the Fruit of d Living. This is te 


trueſt 


12 
trueſt Gratitude we can ſhew to our infinite- 
kind Benefactor 3 this the Praiſe” he re- 
Auireth, as a Sacriſice for bis Goodneſs ; not 
that Breath which cools upon the Lip, and 
vaniſheth. with 2 Lord be praiſed, but an 
Uniformity of eee as well as. Worſhip; q 
a conſtant Tenour of Good- humour and 
Vivacity (inſeparable from Goodneſs, inſe 
parable from the Love of Muſic,) which 


gives a pleaſing Air to all our Words and 


Actions, and ſanCtifies the Free- will Offer- 
ing of our Lips, when we meet together, as 
now, to celebrate the Praiſe of God. And 
thus, thus ler us fer the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
7 God continually, that is, the Fruit of our 


Lips giving Thanks to bis Name, But (as 


follows, and what we muſt ſtill keep our 
Eye upon, ) 70 de Good, and 70 communicate, 
forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is 
well pleaſe 4 U. The Auminiſtration o this 
Service not only ſupplietb the Wants of the 
Saints, But is abundent. alſo by many Thankſ- 
givings unto God 5 Vet hear him: He 
that offereth me ne ks and Praiſe, honour- 
eth me indeed : im that Fer bis 
Converſation aright aid 1 Fo * Salva - 
e God 4. For, | 


© Heb, Xiti, 15, 16. 
"+ 2 Cor. ix. 12, 


WET 1 23: | ; 
34y, 


ar TT we Þ TT Rs 


4 6. yy II SS woe ww 


5 [ i OD 
al, nj h, "Ab "Mokic | loſes al its 
Foros and Beauty, f Time 'be' broke, and 
no Proportion bag af) 9155 i Ft 9 Mon 4 


N N | 
£3 F ; g "#743 1 


* 
wi 


-1f Rüge N in the AﬀQions and Par: 


ſions, and moral Proportion, be not obſery'd By 


in all their Actions, ſtrange Diſſonancy en 
ſues, and horrid Confuſion. Concord Ws 


Proportion ſupport univerſal Nature. But 


once, more conſider Man in himſelf; exa- 
mine well the Compoſition of the human 
Frame; how exact are the Dimenſions of 
every Part! how juſt the Proportion and 
Symmetry of the Whole! In this then cor 
filts the Beauty of the Body; that Beauty, 

which ſo ſtruck an antient Heather Wicht 
Wonder and Admiration, that he ſtiled it, 

and ſtiled it well, an Hymn to tbe ſupreme 
Being, —And not leſs real and exact is the Or- 
der and Symmetry of the Soul, whoſe Beauty 
conſiſts in the Temperament and Regulation 
of thoſe Paſſions and Affections, which con- 

ſtitute the inward Man; and while a Senſe of 
Religion (nothing elſe can do it) keeps them 


up to a proper Pitch and due Tone, ſo as to 
maintain them in the juſt performance of 
their Part, all is Harmony; and a ſweet - 


aha of Life endend the wag" 
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Sign of all Good. Where the Love of Har- 50 
mony dwells (O may it ever dwell among 


us! ) the Voice of Hatr ed and Animoſſty, 


the Voice of Malice and Revenge is heard 


no more! It carries us to the very Borders 
of the celeſtial Paradiſe; and unburthening 


the Soul of all earthly .Copitations, fills it 
with the divine Contemplation of the Glery 


of God, the Beauty of Heaven, and the inex- 
reflible Pleaſures there reſerved © for us. 


hich God, of his infinite Goodneſs, grant 


we may one Day enjoy, and with the bleſs 


ed Inhabitants harmonious join, like the 
ſweet Confluence of Chords in an univerſal 
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